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Preface
2WFTop, the Second Workshop in Formal Topology, took place in Venice, Italy, from
April 2 to April 4, 2002. It was a follow-up to a similar workshop on formal topology in
November 1997 which was the first event specifically devoted to this particular subject.
2WFTop, then, was intended as an occasion to assess the progress of the field in the
intervening years and to provide impetus and direction for future work.
That, however, was not its only purpose: in addition, it was organized to provide an
opportunity for closer contact between the two different approaches to topology from a
constructive and point-free point of view, formal topology on the one hand and locale
theory on the other.
Whatever the differences between these two areas, they do have a distinctive common
core, made evident by the observation that formal topology, in some sense, amounts to
a predicative treatment of localic topology — leaving aside certain questions of choice
principles. In this view, formal topology is seen as committed to have type theory as a
foundational basis, while locale theory is based on topos theory. Thus, there is sufficient
overall similarity between the two approaches to make it clear that locale theory and formal
topology have much to learn from each other. The 2WFTop provided ample evidence of
this.
In this spirit, the papers collected in this volume (most though not all based on
presentation at the workshop) follow the pattern set by the programme of talks at the
2WFTop and cover a variety of topics from both formal and localic topology. We do not
consider it necessary to classify or analyze the papers presented here. They clearly speak
for themselves.
We would like to emphasize that all the papers contained in this collection have gone
through the appropriate refereeing process and, in particular, to thank the referees involved
for their remarkably extensive and singularly conscientious efforts. Also, thanks go to the
EC TYPES working group, Dipartimento di Matematica Pura ed Applicata Università di
Padova, Dipartimento di Informatica Università di Venezia, and Research Project “Metodi
Costruttivi in Topologia Algebra e Tecnologia dell’Informazione” of the Italian Ministry
MIUR, for much appreciated financial support of 2WFTop.
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